Although I said that having illustrated, I'd send no other of the hitter reminders of a 
distressing history, I include this one for a different icLnd of illumination of the pervading 
crookedness. This is an exceptional case. -4iis guy is a cousin by marriage to an old friend 
of mine, a man I took to Washington in WWII and got well located and with whom I stayed 
when i went to NY to seek a publisher for WW. lie made the arrangements that led to the 
original contract that was broken and tried to help in many ways thereafter. When he saw the 
problem, the nature and apparent causes, hfe decided that perhaps marketing pressure would 
help a publisher overcome his policy decision. This company is by far the largest in hew 
York and can make or oreak a book if it wants to. They controlled such outlets as subway 
sLauions, Desides tneir vast^wholesading. So, he csJLled this man and immediately arrangements 
were made lor consideration by New American library. Again (as later with Lane's book), staff 
and editorial approval and excitement but policy negative. So, here is a stereotype business- 
man willing to go out on a limj? to push a book he knows is controversial and will be frowned 
upon Dy ofj.icialo.om, but won t pay his bills. After one of my early TV appearances, an 
unusually dramatic thing, the^book went crazy, although there were only 100 copies in New 
York a the time, and in about two weeks bombed Epstein’s book, which was immediately 
remaindered, -despite the handicap of no copies in the stores at the time of the airing, by 
the end of that week it was the best-selling book in New York, any number of stores sold 
more than 100 in a single day, several reported over 300 and sellouts. We shoped this guy 
three times in a single week in June or ^ult 1966, and that meant I had to stay up all 
night to package and have readjnz for the truck in the a.m. But in. all of the rest" of 1966 
he paid for nothing, owing us over S6,000 at year's end! We had. no choice but to ship, 
another interesting thing is tnat the largest part of his returns is of a book on which 
he had sold out. Those were copies Nell got from us and never paid for, so in giving him 
credit for them, I am still out 100/o on them! Moreover, because of the use they were making 
of them, - gave Nell a special price that was not profitable. And Dell never made th use. 

Ai,op that, to do what Nell wanted, I had to order a special printing on which all the time 
was at. time-and-a-half' and double-time rates. That TV show is the one that also made its 
ho.st, Alan Burke. They had contrived a rotten thing and I took it away from them, although I 
wae entirely unaware until it happened. They made some arrangement with Holt's p.r. man because 
olx ^wanted to eliminate all books before Mark's was out, and had four erudite and well-pre- 
pared lawyers in the audience waiting to teg.r me up. The impact was beyond description. I 
taped much of it as people starting phoning me about 2:30 a.m. on a Sunday morning. I never 
got Pack oo Ded. mven New American Library almost went for it. Thev dera'M — j. 



